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Victor   Obnorsky

An outstanding leader of the
working-class movement in the
south, of Russia was Victor
Obnorsky, a fitter. He escaped
.arrest and went abroad, where
he became acquainted with
the working-class movement
in Western Europe. After his
return to Russia Obnorsky,
together with the outstanding
revolutionary of that time,
Stepan Khalturin, founded in
1878 the "Northern Union of
Russian, Workers'5 in St. Pe-
tersburg. This union's program
stated that its aims were simi-
lar to those of the Social-
Democratic parties of the West.
Unlike the Narodnik anarchist
theory the program of the union
contained a demand for politi-
cal liberties. The union under-
took the leadership of strikes.

The '"Northern Union of Russian Workers" had two hundred
members and an equal number of sympathizers. The union organized
a secret print shop and was preparing its first issue cf a workers' revo-
lutionary magazine, the Rabochwya Zarya (Workers9 Dawn) when
the print shop was seized by the gendarmes and the issue did not appear.
In 1880 the union was broken up by the gendarmes. Victor Obnorsky
was sentenced to ten years' penal servitude. Stepan Khalturin, drawn
into terroristic activities by the Narodniks, took part in the attempt
on the life of Alexander II and later (in 1882) died on' the gallows.

The significance of the first Russian workers' organizations
was very great. The demand for political freedom was for them an
essential condition for the workers' effective struggle for So-
cialism.

In answering the criticism of this demand voiced by the Narodniks
the organizers of the union wrote: eef olitical freedom can safeguard
us and our organization against the arbitrariness of the authorities,
it will enable us to develop a right outlook and carry on the work of
propaganda more effectively."

The organizers of the Northern Union were the first to voice the
need for a common struggle of the workers and peasants.

The workers' organizations considerably outstripped the Narod-
niks but they were not yet Marxist organizations. They had not